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Forerunners of Christ’s Peace

During a meeting of the Council of Presidents of Seventy, the group explored what it
means to be the forerunners of Christ's peace. A list of 22 descriptors was developed
for further reflection. Below is an exploration of one of those descriptors written by
President of Seventy Kris Judd. Others will be offered from time to time in future issues
of Especial Witness.

The Seventy as Scout

“Lift up your eyes and fix them on the place beyond the horizon to which you are sent. Journey in trust,
assured that the great and marvelous work is for this time and for all time.”
--Doctrine and Covenants 161:1A

“Listen, O people of the Restoration—you who would become a prophetic people, embodying in your life
together the ministries of the Temple. Listen to the Voice that speaks from beyond the farthest hills, from
the infinite heavens above, and the vast seas below. Listen to the Voice that echoes across the eons of
time and yet speaks anew in this moment. Listen to the Voice, for it cannot be stilled, and it calls you once
again to the great and marvelous work of building the peaceable kingdom, even Zion, on behalf of the
One whose name you claim.” --Doctrine and Covenants 162 1a, b.

One of the images that has come to my mind as I've thought about and meditated upon
the seventy as “forerunner of Christ's peace” is that of scout. | was never a girl scout,
and | don't remember my brothers being boy scouts, so that is not a part of my story.
But this September, Peter and | stopped during our travels in the Western U.S. to visit a
site | had long heard of, but had never seen—The Battle of the Little Big Horn. | was
moved by the story of the battle between members of the Lakota and Cheyenne Indian
tribes and the US Cavalry, which took place June 25 and 26 in 1876 and was
considered a victory by the combined tribes. The guide talked about the Indians who
served as scouts for the Cavalry and led them to the camps which they would soon
attack. As | stood on the hillside overlooking where the tribes had camped, the image of
a seventy as a scout came to my awareness. Not a scout looking for battle sites, of
course, but rather scouting out places, people, needs in the community and
neighborhood in which we work, worship, and live where Christ’'s peace is desperately
needed.

| find it interesting that the scriptures shared above from Sections 161 and 162 both
begin with a call to greater awareness. We are called, as disciples of Jesus Christ, to
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look and to listen. As seventy engaged in God’s mission of restoration and redemption,
we are challenged likewise to look and listen, keeping our “ears to the ground” and
listening to what God’s spirit is already doing in our midst. We are challenged to see
with eyes that see beyond the horizons of where we think God is, to where God is
waiting to surprise us with His Kingdom building movement. We are called to be scouts.
While | certainly don’t have all the answers to how to be a scout, | have some ideas. I'd
love to hear yours as well.

As a scout

e pray for eyes to see where God is calling you and leading you to join Him

e read the newspapers or listen to the local news with new awareness of people
and places needing peace

e listen to conversations in public places, like grocery stores, coffee shops,
anywhere you meet people. What are they saying? What are they needing?

e consider the part of your town that is the least desirable, the place you tend to
avoid when driving. What is God saying to you about his people there?

e ask the police, mayor’'s office, and other agencies that help people what is
needed?

e consider who God is drawing you toward? What is God saying to you through
your prayers, scripture study, and time alone?

e notice what makes your heart break. Pay special attention to those stories and
images.

Brothers and sisters, | invite you to consider this invitation to become a scout to share
Christ’s peace in new ways. Perhaps this image is one you are already fulfilling. If not, |
invite you to try it for the coming year, and share your stories with us on what you've
learned and where God has led you.

And a child shall lead them

Earlier this year, an inspiring letter was received in the office of the Council of
Presidents of Seventy. The letter was exciting and challenging. It is reprinted here in
hopes that all the seventy will find it equally exciting and challenging.

Feb. 8, 2009

Primary/Junior Sunday School Class
Springfield Community of Christ
5610 Inverchapel Road

Springfield, VA 22151

Dear Presidents of Seventy,
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We are using the Aliyah material in our Sunday School class. We just completed Lesson 5,
“Two and Two to Share the Good News.” As part of the lesson we were asked to think of ways
we can be peacemakers and share Christ with others. We wrote our ideas on the white board so
we could send them to you in a letter. Our ideas are:

e Tell our friends about Jesus Christ

e Invite people we know to church to learn about Christ and about peace
o Give Bibles to friends or read the Bible to them if they can’t read

e Share with people how to be a Christian

We did not have enough time to think of any ways for you to prepare the way for the Apostles.

We really liked the poster about living our mission that our teacher put up on the wall. We loved
reading about real people today and what they are doing where they live. We took turns
selecting a picture to read about. We were all excited when we saw the picture of Pastor Jeff
Anderson and the Power House! We know him from camp! We think it would be great if we
could be on a poster someday. We know we can make a difference because the Oasis of Peace
came to sing at our congregation. Some of them are our age and they help bring people to Christ
in Ukraine.

We will participate in the Youth Hunger Challenge at the end of the month. That is another way
we share in the love of Christ with others.

Sincerely,
Courtney Mills

Dalton Mills
Erika Evers

Stories from around the Fields

From Southern USA Field — Karin Peter, Field Missionary Coordinator
Submitted by Seventy Gary Hess of Texarkana, Arkansas, USA

The Texarkana, Arkansas congregation of Community of Christ, led by Pastor Tina Hall and
assisted by Sheila Dean, Michelle Keys and Joan Epperson are constantly seeking ways to bring
the Spirit of Christ into lives in their community. The latest venture the congregation has pursued
iIs a community breakfast directed toward the homeless. The breakfast is held the third Sunday of
each month with the congregation offering a hot breakfast of oatmeal, sausage, cereal, gravy and
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