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water, conducted by authorized priesthood, followed by the sacrament of confirmation. This will 
be standard practice throughout the church.   
 
Following the provisions of Section 164, we also will accept people who previously expressed 
commitment to Jesus Christ through Christian baptism into church membership through 
confirmation. This path to membership is allowed in response to the evident action of the Holy 
Spirit to draw some Christians, who have strong testimonies of the power of their original 
baptisms, to seek church membership.  
 
While I was prayerfully considering this direction, I sought more confirmation. Like many 
others, for years I was taught that rebaptism was required to become a church member. On 
several occasions the Spirit impressed on me that the church should not unnecessarily “hinder” 
those who had experienced the power of baptism through the grace and authority of Jesus Christ 
from responding to the Spirit guiding them to membership. 
 
An experience I had while traveling in Asia reinforced this understanding. I talked with a man 
who had been baptized secretly in a cave pool years before Community of Christ became 
accessible to him. He described the suffering and persecution he and others experienced because 
of their Christian commitment. I sensed the witness of the Spirit that his baptism should “be 
respected” and that his commitment far exceeded that of some church members who viewed their 
baptisms in casual terms.   
 
Since Doctrine and Covenants 164 received approval, I have heard a growing number of 
testimonies from people throughout the world. The Spirit is moving people to become church 
members through confirmation based on their original baptism.  
 
All pastors will receive orientation on the “Baptism, Confirmation, and Church Membership” 
policies from mission center officers. If you have questions now or in the future, please contact 
your mission center president.  
 
Let us move into the future with confidence, trusting the Eternal One who has guided the church 
in the past will continue to provide light for the journey. Bright days are ahead for the church if 
we continue to walk together in love and faith, always trusting God to lead us further than we 
can see.   
 
   
In the Peace of Christ, 

 
 
 

 
Stephen M. Veazey, President 


