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Community of Christ Scriptures

Dr. Dale E. Luffman, Instructor

dluffman@cofchrist.org
February 1 – 5, 2010   8:30 a.m. - Noon
I. Course Description
 “A major task before the church is to develop a liberative understanding of scripture understood in relationship to its central content and functioning in the community of faith.  As an irreplaceable and unique witness, scripture witnesses to the liberating and reconciling activity of God in the history of Israel and supremely in Jesus Christ.  This course will explore the significance of Community of Christ scriptures for ministry and witness in light of Doctrine and Covenants 163:7 and the official statement ‘Scripture in the Community of Christ’.”
II. Required and Recommended Reading

A. Required Reading

Students are expected to complete all required reading assignments prior to the first day of class.

Howard, Richard P., Restoration Scriptures: A Study of Their Textual Development, Second Edition, [Independence, MO: Herald Publishing House, 1995]. ISBN: 0-8309-0693-2
Thomas, Mark D., Digging in Cumorah: Reclaiming Book of Mormon Narratives, [Salt Lake City, UT: Signature Books, 1999].  ISBN: 1-56085-088-4

Community of Christ Scriptures Reading Packet [will be mailed to class participants]
B.  Recommended Reading
Roberts, B. H., Studies in the Book of Mormon, Second Edition, edited by Brigham D. Madsen [Salt Lake City, UT: Signature Books, 1992].  ISBN: 1-56085-027-2
Wellington, Paul A., editor, Joseph Smith’s “New Translation” of the Bible, [Independence, MO: Herald Publishing House, June 1970].  ISBN-10: 0830900322 or             ISBN-13: 978-0830900329 

C.  Please bring assigned texts and scriptures to class

Holy Scriptures [Inspired Version]


Book of Mormon, [Revised Authorized Edition, 1966]


Doctrine and Covenants [1990 or later edition]
III. Course Requirements

A.
Show evidence that required readings have been read and studied prior to class.
B. Learners are expected to have read the required readings prior to the course, texts by Richard P. Howard and Mark D. Thomas as well as the “Community of Christ Scriptures Reading Packet” [see above].
C. Due at first class - a three page, double-spaced reflection paper on the following question:  “What contributions do the unique Scriptures of the Community of Christ make to: 1.] the larger Christian Community; 2.] the Community of Christ itself, and 3.] your own ministry?  
Be prepared to present the highlights of your paper orally to a small group on the first day of class.

D. Daily reflection paper - will be submitted at the beginning of each class on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. Daily reflection papers should be at least one page in length and not more than two pages in length.  Be sure to place your name on your paper!  Each reflection paper should address one of the following questions:




1.] What was the most meaningful insight gained in class today?

2.] Discuss any preconceptions that you had prior to the class that may have changed in light of the readings or discussions of the day.

3.] Discuss the most challenging issue you face in relation to the day’s topic.
E. Learners are expected to attend and participate in each of the class sessions, engaging in discussion, small group work, and other learning activities the instructor provides.
F.
Learners will be evaluated and given credit for the course based on successful completion of writing assignments, attendance, and participation in all classes and evidence that they completed reading of the required texts.

IV. Course Outline
Session 1
Scripture as an Indispensable Witness

Session 2
Scripture Written and Shaped: The Book of Mormon
Session 3
The Book of Mormon, continued
Session 4
Scriptures Written and Shaped: The Bible
Session 5
Scriptures Written and Shaped: The Doctrine and Covenants /
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