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Revised Vision and  
Mission Statement

Most of you are familiar with the vision and mission 
statement developed in the order in the mid-1990s. You re-
ceived a suitable-for-framing copy at ordination. You became 
familiar with it in the opening pages of the Temple School 
course where it is printed in eight languages. 

In conversations with evangelists, the World Church 
Leadership Council, other church leaders, and members 
over the last two years, it seemed appropriate to consider 
revisions, while retaining the essence of the original state-
ment. A small team of evangelists was asked to do the 
review. We are grateful for its work and for the input of many 
others to the revised statement. See if you note the differ-
ences! 

We’ll highlight the new elements in the revised Temple 
School course and in other communications over the coming 
months…and provide you with a new copy for your desk or 
wall.

It is a foundational document for us. I invite your contin-
ued study and reflection.

OUR MISSION
Nurturing all disciples in their spiritual formation and equip-
ping them for their unique service, we will seek to build the 
body of Christ in the unity of faith.

WE AFFIRM
As part of the ministerial team, we will seek to integrate the 
ministry of the evangelist in the total life of the church as it 
extends Christ’s peace into the world.

New Resources in Print  
and on the Internet!

The following new resources are printed, or copy 
edited and ready for graphics and printing. I know you have 
been waiting patiently. Thank you!

A Spiritual Blessing of 
God for You

 The introductory tri-fold 
is a tract on the sacrament of 
blessing for individuals. It is 
available through Herald House
sales@HeraldHouse.org or by
telephone at 800-767-8181,
press “0” (Customer and 
Member Services). 

The Sacrament of 
Evangelist Blessing 

This pamphlet focuses 
on the evangelist blessing 
and continuing life blessing. 
It is available for purchase at 
sales@HeraldHouse.org or by 
telephone at 800-767-8181, 
press “0” (Customer and 
Member Services)

Congregational Blessing Resource Manual. 
This resource is for evangelists and congregational 

leaders to guide and support the process of preparing for, 
participating in, and following through with the Congregation-
al Blessing. It will be available for purchase after April 15 at 
sales@HeraldHouse.org or by telephone at 800-767-8181, 
press “0” (Customer and Member Services). Orders can 
be placed immediately and will be shipped as soon as they 
are available. If you need a copy now, contact our office for 
a copy-edited draft, lrounds@CofChrist.org, 816-833-1000 
x2204, or 800-825-2806 x2204.

The Order ofEvangelists
WE ARE
Servant ministers of spiritual vigor, having deep faith in God, 
serving with unreserved consecration and love for people.

We are ordained to be ministers of blessing, responsive to 
the reconciling and redeeming influence of the Holy Spirit in 
the lives of persons, serving in multiple ministries according to 
the unique gifts and callings of each evangelist as:

Spiritual Companion
Apostolic Witness
Teaching Learner
Pastoral Presence
Living Sanctuary

OUR VISION
Responding to the Spirit of God, we will fulfill our calling as 
witnesses of Jesus Christ and ministers of blessing,  
integrating and empowering the church to meet the demands 
of the twenty-first century.
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For a “suitable for framing” copy of the revised Order of 
Evangelists Vision and Mission Statement, contact  
Customer and Member Services at sales@HeraldHouse.org
or by phone at 800-767-8181, press "0". 

 

Only on the Web!
If you have access to the church Web page, please look 

at the updates on the evangelist’s page at www.CofChrist.org/
evangelist/default.asp. The left-hand column offers several 
resources for ministry. I particularly draw your attention to 
www.CofChrist.org/evangelist/PA222.asp. It contains scripts and 
audio presentations of the Temple School course taught in 
November 2008 at the Temple. These resources are ideal 
for personal study, as well as for gatherings of evangelists or 
others who want to learn more about the priesthood office. 

The Web site keeps getting better. I encourage you to 
visit it regularly!

A key document for all of us to study as World Church 
ministers is the “We Share” resource, available from your 
pastor or mission center office, but also accessible at www 
.CofChrist.org/discernment/weshare/. It is the result of a collab-
orative effort among representatives of the worldwide church 
and church leaders. We Share: Identity, Mission, Message, and 
Beliefs presents basic ideas and common terminology to align 
expressions of church identity, mission, message, and beliefs 
throughout the world.

“Ministering 
in My Calling”
Ken Sewing,  
Council Bluffs, Iowa

For me, serving 
God as an evangelist has 
become at the same time 
both the most humbling 
ministry I have experienced 
and the most exciting.  It 
constantly leaves me so 
aware of what I can’t do, 
but also continually re- 
enforces to me what can be done when I surrender totally to 
God—something I have to relearn to do daily and even 
situationally.  

At first I found being an evangelist so frustrating be-
cause in the eyes of most Saints I encountered, it equated in 
their minds to being “retired” or superannuated. Unfortunate-
ly, and very disappointing to me, the result of this perception 
was that for my first few years as an evangelist, I was for all 
purposes put “out to pasture.” Three things changed that.  

First, God heard my prayers for a chance to minister in 
my calling.  Second, God led Seventy Connie McWilliams to 
form missionary teams in our mission center, and to invite 
evangelists to join seventies and missionary elders in this 
ministry.  What a blessing! I had been ready to ask to be al-
lowed to serve again in one of my former callings if there was 
no need for evangelists, but with the missionary teams, God 
and Connie gave me the opportunity to learn what a blessing 
being an evangelist really is.    

Third, I had a heart-to-heart with Craig Perryman, who 
recently had moved to Council Bluffs to pastor a congre-
gation. I shared with Craig my hunger to minister and my 
hopes that we could integrate evangelist ministry into the 
congregation’s ministry plan. Craig listened and was recep-
tive. I’ll never forget Craig looking me in the eye and asking, 
“Are you serious about wanting to bring evangelist servant 
ministry to those who want it?” I answered, “Yes.” Craig 
reached for the phone on his desk and told me he person-
ally knew of several people who had been waiting literally 
years for evangelist-blessing ministry. Would I be willing to 
help them? I again answered “Yes,” and with that Craig called 
the pastor at the Highland, Indiana, congregation, where he 
previously had served, and handed me the phone with a 
smile.  

That began a long-distance, but direct-to-the-heart, 
opportunity to be a servant evangelist to a wonderful group 

http://www.CofChrist.org/discernment/weshare/
mailto:lrounds@CofChrist.org?Subject=Evangelists Vision and Mission Statement
www.CofChrist.org/evangelist/
http://www.CofChrist.org/evangelist/
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of Saints who so deeply wanted such ministry. The pastor put 
the word out, and a date was set for me to drive to Highland 
and meet with a group of twelve or thirteen on a Saturday 
at the church. When I got to the church, were not Twelve 
or thirteen, but twenty-three people there to talk about the 
evangelist blessing. I remember looking at the two long tables 
full of folks and silently praying, “Dear God, what have I got-
ten myself into?”  To which God answered, “You said you 
were starved to minister, and I answered your prayer.”  

Through that experience I met a wonderful group of 
people at Highland, and had a chance to meet and minister 
with a truly gifted evangelist, Gayle Parker. Together we are 
working with the Lord to meet this wonderful ministry need.  
In addition to the Highland members Gayle is ministering to, 
I’ve been able to bring three blessings and am working with 

three others. It takes somewhat longer than normal for me 
to bring this ministry because of the distance factor in mak-
ing preparations, but each experience has been incredible.  

Gayle and I both explained to the Highland folks that 
neither of us feels equipped to do “drive-thru” blessings (get 
in a line and take one right after the other), and this gra-
cious congregation has been so patient and understanding.  
Gayle, who lives in Chicago, is a wonderful minister, and she 
is working to get us additional help so the ministry can be 
brought to those who wait patiently, but who deserve to not 
have to wait.  

But, God’s will be done, and Gayle and I are commit-
ted to seeing that his people receive the evangelist ministry 
we are servants to bring. We both feel incredibly blessed to 
receive this chance.  

Evangelist  
Travel Fund

Since the inception of the travel 
fund at the 2007 World Conference, 
evangelists generously have contrib-
uted $4,295.00 to support ministries 
of sisters and brothers of the order. To 
date $1,739.83 has been expended by 
five evangelists in Liberia, Kenya, the 
Republic of the Congo, and Honduras. 
Commitments also have been made 
for ministry in El Salvador. 

With a balance of $2,555.17, 
we look forward to making other 
such ministries possible in the months 
ahead.

Elkana Odupa, shown above with Alicia, his companion in marriage and  
ministry, recently offered ministry in Ainamoi, Chilchila, Miwani, 

 Lodwar, and Canaan congregations in Kenya. 
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Around the Order

Members of the Order of Evangelists in Tahiti 
met in retreat with seventies, high priests and mis-
sion-center staff members in January. They sought 
to remember their call, to focus on mission and 
vision in French Polynesia and to share the Good 
Spirit in a “sacred and silent place”

David Brock shared about ministries of the 
evangelist in various settings in the Dominican Re-
public in late January. 

Farwest Mission Center evangelists met for 
fellowship and conversation with David Brock about 
ministries of blessing at the home of Steve and 
Susan Calloway in St. Joseph, Missouri, on February 
15, 2009. 

Church leaders gathering in the Farwest Mission Center were  
(left to right) Steve Calloway, Ed Davis, Ethel Carlile, Orman Brooner,  

Bonnie Hinderks, Duane Constance, Gaylon Whitmer,  
Kathy Twombly, and Roger Rowlette.

Meeting in retreat in Tahiti were (left to right, front row)  
Jean Bouissou, Emile Teihotaata Mervin, Eugénie Harehoe,  

Lily Maiau, and (second row) Pierrot Richmond, Jacquot Parker, 
Hogarth Lucas, and Etienne Heuea.

David Brock (left) speaks with four leaders from 
the Luperón Congregation in Santo Domingo. They 
are (left to right) Mayra Jiménez Ramos, María 

Ramírez Tejada, Ángela Ramírez Hernández and 
Yasiris Rodríguez Sánchez.
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Invitations

Order Updates
Recently Ordained: 
Gail Anderson	 Chesapeake Bay
David Condit	 Chesapeake Bay
Melina Williams	 Rio Grande	

Deceased:
James Farren Stevens	 8-20-2008
James Schofield	 12-2-2008
Hendricks Chunga	 12-3-2008
John Martin Bowman	 12-31-2008
Robert Clothier	 1-11-2009
Harold Hastings	 1-26-2009
Harold E. Whitehead	 2-18-2009

Superannuations:
William Ball
Pearl Edwards
Richard Hawes
Don Richards
Michael Whitehead

Couples Celebrating 50th Anniversaries
Don and Lavonne Carlile	 5-2-2009
Jon and Julie Hunt	 5-24-2009

Couples Celebrating 60th Anniversaries
Bill and Barbara Illi	 4-3-2009
Jake and Clara Kieffer	 5-1-2009
Al and Rene Carpenter	 5-22-2009
Fred and Ruth Winterton	 5-28-2009

Statistics:
Total evangelists	 690		
Male  	  565		
Female  	 125
We have evangelists in 25 countries.

Training at the Temple: If you can drive or fly to the 
Temple in Independence, Missouri, the weekend of Janu-
ary 29–31, 2010, please mark your calendars now! Refresh, 
retool, and revitalize with keynotes and teaching by President 
Dave Schaal and the seminary dean, Don Compier. Select 
from several well-led workshops that will offer three areas 
of emphasis: the sacrament of blessing, spiritual formation, 
and evangelist ministry in the congregation. Whether you are 
soon to be ordained, just ordained, or a seasoned veteran, 
there will be value for your ministry in our fellowship, wor-
ship, and study!  More details will arrive in coming months.

Peace Colloquy: Justice for Women, Dignity for All 
is the theme of this year’s colloquy scheduled at the Temple 
October 23–25. Details will appear in the Herald and on the 
Web site. You are invited to attend A Day of Prayer retreat 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday, October 23 at Camp 
Doniphan. Organized by Evangelists Carolyn Brock and 
Marvin Rice, with other members of the Spiritual Formation 
Team, participants will be led in several prayer experiences 
based on the insights of Christian mystics and contemplatives. 
In light of the theme of the colloquy, a particular focus will be 

on women mystics who have called us to renew the spirit of 
peace for life in community with others.

Evangelist’s World Café: A recent survey by Evange-
list Joe Hammer indicates that twenty one of us are partici-
pating in the yahoo group. A special thank you to Gary Piper 
for “nourishing” us each day with his reflections. Also an 
invitation to more of you to join in the conversation by shar-
ing experiences or comments, or by asking questions about 
ministry. If you want to sign up, please click on Evangelist’s 
World Café in the bottom left hand corner of our page on 
the Web site.


