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Open your hearts and feel the yearnings of your brothers and sisters who are
lonely, despised, fearful, neglected, unloved. Reach out in understanding, clasp
their hands, and invite all to share in the blessings of community created in the
name of the One who suffered on behalf of all. Do not be fearful of one another.
Respect each life journey, even in its brokenness and uncertainty, for each
person has walked alone at times. Be ready to listen and slow to criticize, lest
judgments be unrighteous and unredemptive . . . . Understand that the road to
transformation travels both inward and outward. The road to transformation
is the path of the disciple. —Doctrine and Covenants 161: 3a-b, d

Do not neglect the smallest among you, for even the least of these are treasures
in God's sight. Receive the giftedness and energy of children and youth, listening
to understand their questions and their wisdom. Respond to their need to be
loved and nurtured as they grow. Be mindful of the changing of life's seasons, of
the passage from the springtime of childhood and youth to the winter years of
life. Embrace the blessing of your many differences. Be tender and caring. Be
reminded once again that the gifts of all are necessary in order that divine
purposes may be accomplished. —Doctrine and Covenants 161: 4a-b

You live in a world with new challenges, and that world will require new forms
of ministry. The priesthood must especially respond to that challenge, and the
church is admonished to prayerfully consider how calling and giftedness in the
Community of Christ can best be expressed in a new time. You have already
been told to look to the sacraments to enrich the spiritual life of the body. It is
not the form of the sacrament that dispenses grace but it is the divine presence
that gives life. Be respectful of tradition and sensitive to one another, but do not
be unduly bound by interpretations and procedures that no longer fit the needs
of a worldwide church . . .. The spirit of the Restoration is not locked in one
moment of time, but is instead the call to every generation to witness to

essential truths in its own language and form. Let the Spirit breathe.
—Doctrine and Covenants 162:2c—e

The call to respond is urgent. Look to the needs of your own congregations, but
look also beyond your walls to the far-flung places where the church must go.
Each disciple needs a spiritual home. You are called to build that home and care
for it, but also to share equally in the outreaching ministries of the church. In
that way the gospel may be sent to other souls also yearning for a spiritual
resting place. You are a good and faithful people, but sometimes you fail to see
the power that is resident in your own story and fellowship. Look carefully,
listen attentively, and sense the Spirit among you. Do not be unduly concerned
with numbers. Be fervent in your witness, passionate in your discipleship, and
vigorous in your labor on behalf of peace and justice.

—Doctrine and Covenants: 162:7d-8b



Generously share the invitation, ministries, and sacraments through which
people can encounter the Living Christ who heals and reconciles through
redemptive relationships in sacred community. The restoring of persons to
healthy or righteous relationships with God, others, themselves, and the earth is

at the heart of the purpose of your journey as a people of faith.
—Doctrine and Covenants 163: 2b

Priesthood is a sacred covenant involving the highest form of stewardship of
body, mind, spirit, and relationships. The priesthood shall be composed of
people of humility and integrity who are willing to extend themselves in service
for others and for the well-being of the faith community. Truly authoritative
priesthood ministry emerges from a growing capacity to bring blessing to
others. . .. The expectation for priesthood to continually magnify their callings
through spiritual growth, study, exemplary generosity, ethical choices, and fully
accountable ministry is always present. How can the Spirit fill vessels that are
unwilling to expand their capacity to receive and give according to a full
measure of God’s grace and truth? —Doctrine and Covenants 163:6a—c

The Temple is an instrument of ongoing revelation in the life of the church. Its
symbolism and ministries call people to reverence in the presence of the Divine
Being. Transformative encounters with the Eternal Creator and Reconciler
await those who follow its spiritual pathways of healing, reconciliation, peace,
strengthening of faith, and knowledge. There are additional sacred ministries
that will spring forth from the Temple as rivers of living water to help people
soothe and resolve the brokenness and pain in their lives. Let the Temple
continue to come to life as a sacred center of worship, education, community
building, and discipleship preparation for all ages . . . . Vital to this awakening
is the understanding that the Temple calls the entire church to become a
sanctuary of Christ’s peace, where people from all nations, ethnicities, and life
circumstances can be gathered into a spiritual home without dividing walls, as
a fulfillment of the vision for which Jesus Christ sacrificed his life.

—Doctrine and Covenants 163:8a-c

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

A. Is there a place you feel drawn to dwell or explore in the passage?
B. What words, images, or phrases are speaking to you in the text?
C. What is God’s invitation to you in this scripture?



