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   ·  Forty YAs from Canada to Oregon trav-
ersed to Samish Island Campgrounds for a 
YA retreat, sponsored by the YAPS (Young 
Adults of the Puget Sound).  Erica Nye was 
a guest minister.  The theme was 
“Finding Giftedness and Calling.” 
    In theme class, groups drew their 
representations of success for any 
congregation. My group drew a tree with many types of fruit, representing 
our unique gifts.  Its roots were based in history and knowledge.  A tire swing 
hung from a branch for members of all ages to share in fellowship.  Shining 
above was a giant sun (God), giving nourishment and light. 
    I left that weekend with a much stronger faith.  I felt recharged and ready 
to contribute my gifts to my own congregation.   We all need community.  It 
is up to each of us to heed God’s call and start a spiritual movement of 
“trees” by sharing our gifts.            - Contributed by Michele Versdahl 
 

EmergenceNow.org 
 

     Expanded list of resources and links.  NEW: Ideas For College Ministry 
     YA Event Suggested Guest Ministers List 
     Connection Point:  Check out YA groups all over.  Add yours: Contact Erica 
     Contact Info:  Campus ministries · YA ministers · Leaders 

Rio Grande Mission Center YAs 
Submitted by Shelby Williams 

      Meet the young adults in Texas and New Mexico. This YA 
group submitted a short visual presentation, rather than  
a typical article printed in this newsletter. Learn more 
about how YAs are involved in local camps and minis-
tries, and get to know a few personal stories.   
View their story and pics at EmergnceNow.org. 
 

What about you? 
We want to hear from you, too!  Submit stories about your own YA 
group.  Or send in your personal experiences and thoughts about CofChrist.   
Or an opinion article.  Choose any format you like.  Contact Erica. 

 

 So… How Did It Go? 
 

 

      Event planners worked to make the 2008 
  Peace Colloquy YA-friendly.  Young adult Dan  
  Gregory interned for the event.  He organized 
  a YA campfire, a trip out for frozen custard, 

and more.  Some YAs received scholarships 
for free registration, and several took ad-
vantage of inexpensive lodging offered at 
Stone Church.  Go to the Peace Colloquy 

 next year, and join CofChrist’s stand for peace! 

   October 3-5 
Community of Christ HQ 

YA Retreat   Oct. 19-21 
Intergenerational Event Oct. 26-28 

Greater Pacific Northwest MC 

  ·  Instead of hosting their usual annual priesthood gathering, Evangel-
ists in GPNW held an Intergenerational Event to facilitate listening be-
tween YAs and older priesthood members. At the end, local and world 
church leaders made commitments to meet YAs needs.  A great success! 
Try this in your area!  More at the GPNW Evangelist site. 

Upcoming Events & News 

•  Guest ministry: Richard Betts & Erica Nye 
•  Classes like finance, drama, YA groups 
•  Contact: Cindy Campbell 

YA Retreat 
March 20-22 
Deerhaven  

Campground, FL 

• Meet other YAs interested in YA ministry 
• Share YA activity, ministry & worship ideas 

YA Ministry 
Google Group 

•  Join the YAK pack  
   YA creative team 

•  Faith & life topics 
•  Intl. perspectives 
•  Latest CofChrist news 
•  YA reporters 
•  Subscribe! 

Young Adult  
Koinonia Podcast 

•   Theme: “What It Means” 
•   Fun, games, fellowship 

•  Overlaps Norway Reunion 
•  YA Presentations about What it Means to:   
  be a Disciple, a YA, change the World, etc. 

•  Everyone invited!  Germany, Netherlands, 
  France, Norway, USA - the whole world! 

•  Contact: Christian Skoorsmith 

YA Reunion Norway 
August 13-16 

Detroit Hope 
Church Plant 

•  Check out the new video 
•  On Facebook  · The Blog 

•  CofChrist is alive & active in the inner city! 
•  Get to know YA Pastor Jacob Blakesley 

•  Learn how to support Pizza Church outreach! 


