Handouts

Discernment Principles

1. Discernment is both a spiritual discipline and a

lifelong spiritual posture for Christian disciples.

. Discernment is based on the trust that God is the
Source of all we are and are trying to do. God
already knows what we are seeking and wants
to communicate with us. Letting God be larger,
wiser, and greater than us is a key shift in our
awareness. We think we know this and then find
ourselves still trying to understand or worrying
about finding the one true solution.

. Discernment includes head, heart, spirit, and
body work. We think and speak, we listen and
wait, we feel and are moved; we have physical
sensations and responses. It is a whole-person
process.

. Intentional Group Discernment usually incorpo-

rates attention to:

* Setting a context of openness to the Spirit and
maintaining that focus.

* Setting aside personal agendas, conflicts, and
preconceived ideas. This is called holy indiffer-
ence and does not mean we don't care; rather
we trust God to know more than we do and
are willing to let go of answers we already
have.

* Getting clear about the question to be dis-
cerned.

Reviewing and sharing relevant history and
background.

Reflecting on relevant scriptures.

Setting times of silent reflection and receptive
listening.

Using spiritual practices that encourage reflec-
tion and listening, including silence, journaling,
lectio divina (reflective reading of scripture),
imaging, centering prayer/breath prayer, and
others.

Sharing open, honest, nonjudgmental insights
from reflection. Listening and relational skills
are critical at this time. Each person carefully
should be heard and listened to with respect.
Opening creative, intuitive gifts to the impress
of the Spirit through art, music, movement, or
poetry. Insight may come in words, images,
symbols, or sounds.

Reaching tentative consensus. Please note
that this resource is not designed to create
final consensus; rather it's a tool in an ongo-
ing discernment process related to conditions
of membership that eventually may include
deliberation at World Conference.
Understanding that more discernment will be
necessary before the group feels it has heard
what was needed and has been faithful in
receiving what the Spirit offered.
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Exploring Views of Scripture

Read the following list of “approaches to scrip-
ture.” Write journal responses to one or more
questions.

Some Approaches to Scripture

Literal: Scriptures are accurate historically and
literally true.

Legalist: Scriptures are laws for living and are
consulted as guides for moral and behavioral con-
duct.

Historical-critical (contextual): Scriptures de-
velop in cultural and historical human contexts that
affect their content and interpretation.

Metaphorical: Scriptural interpretation focuses
on metaphorical or symbolic meanings more than
emphasizing correct historical and literal meanings.

Devotional: Scriptures are to be encountered as

reflective meditations for spiritual growth aside from

literal, metaphorical, or historical interpretations.
Literary: Scripture has authority and relevance as

a classic work of literature.

* Which approach best describes your way of
understanding scripture! Do you use more than
one approach?

* How comfortable and consistent is your ap-
proach? Does it change depending on which
scripture you are working with?

* Which approaches seem most common in
Community of Christ? Is there one true way of
reading and using scripture in the church?

* An open canon of scripture based on continuing
revelation is an Enduring Principle in Community
of Christ. What is your understanding of how
revelation takes place between God and people?
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Reflecting on Scripture

Choose one or two of the following scripture
texts to read in a reflective, receptive way. Read
slowly and prayerfully, pausing to listen, take in, and
“digest” the text at the mind, heart, and spirit levels.
Choose several journaling questions at the end and
write responses.

Psalm 119:102—106 NRSV

| do not turn away from your ordinances, for you
have taught me. How sweet are your words to my
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through your
precepts | get understanding; therefore | hate every
false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path. | have sworn an oath and have confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.

Doctrine and Covenants 147:7

I am further permitted to say by the Spirit: Instruc-
tion which has been given in former years is applicable
in principle to the needs of today and should be so
regarded by those who are seeking ways to accomplish
the will of their heavenly Father. But the demands of
a growing church require that these principles shall be
evaluated and subjected to further interpretation. This
requisite has always been present. In meeting it under
the guidance of my spirit, my servants have learned
the intent of these principles more truly.

Doctrine and Covenants 161:5

Be respectful of tradition. Do not fail to listen
attentively to the telling of the sacred story, for the
story of scripture and of faith empowers and illumi-
nates. But neither be captive to time-bound formulas
and procedures. Remember that instruction given in
former years is applicable in principle and must be
measured against the needs of a growing church, in
accordance with the prayerful direction of the spiritual
authorities and the consent of the people.

Il Timothy 3:16—17 NRSV

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
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righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God
may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

Doctrine and
Covenants 162:2c—e

As a prophetic people you are called, under the
direction of the spiritual authorities and with the com-
mon consent of the people, to discern the divine will
for your own time and in the places where you serve.
You live in a world with new challenges, and that world
will require new forms of ministry...

You have already been told to look to the sacra-
ments to enrich the spiritual life of the body. It is not
the form of the sacrament that dispenses grace but it
is the divine presence that gives life. Be respectful of
tradition and sensitive to one another, but do not be
unduly bound by interpretations and procedures that
no longer fit the needs of a worldwide church. In such
matters direction will come from those called to lead.

Again you are reminded that this community was
divinely called into being. The spirit of the Restoration
is not locked in one moment of time, but is instead the
call to each generation to witness to essential truths in
its own language and form. Let the Spirit breathe.

Hebrews 4:12 NRSV

Indeed, the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it
divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Doctrine and
Covenants 163:7a—d

Scripture is an indispensable witness to the Eternal
Source of light and truth, which cannot be fully con-
tained in any finite vessel or language. Scripture has
been written and shaped by human authors through
experiences of revelation and ongoing inspiration of
the Holy Spirit in the midst of time and culture.

Scripture is not to be worshiped or idolized. Only
God, the Eternal One of whom scripture testifies, is
worthy of worship. God'’s nature, as revealed in Jesus
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Reflecting on Scripture-2

Christ and affirmed by the Holy Spirit, provides the
ultimate standard by which any portion of scripture
should be interpreted and applied.

It is not pleasing to God when any passage of scrip-
ture is used to diminish or oppress races, genders, or
classes of human beings. Much physical and emotion-
al violence has been done to some of God’s beloved
children through the misuse of scripture. The church
is called to confess and repent of such attitudes and
practices.

Scripture, prophetic guidance, knowledge, and
discernment in the faith community must walk hand
in hand to revedl the true will of God. Follow this
pathway, which is the way of the Living Christ, and you

will discover more than sufficient light for the journey
ahead.

* What feelings and thoughts did you have while
reading these scriptures?

* Which scripture did you find most challenging or
even somewhat disturbing?

* Which scripture had the most meaning for you?

* What is the heart of the message in the scripture
you chose, and why does it speak most power-
fully to you?

* What do these scripture texts say to you about
Christian and Community of Christ understand-
ings of scripture?
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Reflecting on Jesus’ Baptism

* Who in the story did you become or identify with most?

* What did you experience as you imagined Jesus interacting with John, going
into the water, and being baptized? How did it feel to enter this moment in
Jesus’ life?

* What images and feelings did you have when the dove descended on Jesus
and he was told he is God'’s beloved son? Have you had a profound experi-
ence of God's love?

* What did you learn about Jesus and his baptism that you never had realized?

* What new feelings or understandings do you have about the sacrament of
baptism for Christians after meditating with this scripture?
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Journaling

Prayer, Reflection on the Tradition of Baptism
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Journaling
Praying and Reflecting on Baptism
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The Story of My Baptism

Write the story of your baptism including as many
details as you can remember. Below are questions
you may want to think about. You may choose to
answer some of the questions in your story or de-
scribe your baptism in whatever way you wish.

* Where and when were you baptized? How old
were you!

* How did you decide and prepare to be baptized?

* Who baptized you? Did you choose the person
who baptized you, and if so, why?

* What was baptism like? How did it feel to enter
the water and be immersed? If you were bap-
tized by a method other than immersion (sprin-
kling or pouring, for example), what was that
experience like?

* What are your memories of confirmation or bap-
tism of the spirit? Confirmation is connected to
water baptism in Community of Christ but may
be practiced differently in other traditions. Share
how you felt about your confirmation.

* |f you were baptized in another Christian de-
nomination before Community of Christ, reflect
on the meaning of both (or all) of your baptismal
experiences.

* |f you were baptized in another denomination,
now attend Community of Christ but have not
chosen to be baptized again, share your reasons
and feelings.

* |f you were a member of another world reli-
gion before becoming a Christian, share what it
meant for you to be baptized as a Christian.

* Why were you baptized (in Community of Christ
or any Christian denomination)?

* What difference did it make in your journey of
discipleship? How does it continue to inform and
shape you as a disciple?

After thinking about the questions for a few min-
utes, write the story of your baptism.
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Personal Reflections: Listening with God

Get comfortable and become aware of God's
presence. Ask for help in listening deeply to divine
wisdom and grace. Sit with an open heart and mind
as you meditate with the following questions. Read
each one slowly and pause to reflect on it before
moving to the next question. Listen for divine
nudges in your thoughts and feelings. After you
have read the questions, write one paragraph that
includes any important thoughts or emotions that
came to you while listening to the questions.

* What spiritual promptings or insights related to
rebaptism in Community of Christ have come to
me during our meetings?

* Have | noticed any shifts in attitude or under-
standing either way?

What are my primary reasons for accepting or
not accepting the baptisms of other Christians?

What concerns me most about possible changes
in Community of Christ baptismal practices?
What questions and anxieties do | have?

What brings me the greatest sense of hope or
peace about possible changes in baptismal prac-
tices?

If the requirement for rebaptism changes, what
would | see as a meaningful preparation and

commitment process for joining Community of
Christ?

My Paragraph: What are my thoughts and feel-

ings after reflecting on these questions?
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Where Do | Stand?

Activity One

At this time, where would you place yourself on
a spectrum of possible viewpoints regarding condi-
tions of membership? If none of the statements

describes your perspective, insert your own words.

Then mark your position on the spectrum.

(See optional activity for an approach that may
be preferred for your group.)

|. I would keep current understandings and
practices of baptism in the church.

2. I am comfortable with the church’s current
practices, but | want to hear more about other
viewpoints.

3. I am uncertain about the church’s current
practices, and | need to hear more about other
possible approaches.

4. | would allow persons who have been bap-
tized by immersion in other Christian churches to
have the choice of being rebaptized in Community

Activity One

of Christ. Then, whether they are rebaptized or
not, confirm them members of the church.

5. I'would accept the baptisms of those who
have been baptized by immersion in other Chris-
tian churches and confirm them members of the
church.

6. | would accept any type of Christian baptism
(immersion, pouring, and sprinkling), except infant
baptism, and confirm people members of the
church.

7. I would accept any type of previous Christian
commitment (believer's baptism, infant baptism)
and confirm people members of the church after a
time of preparation.

8. I would accept any previous Christian commit-
ment and receive people as members of the church
who want to join.

9. I would not have any conditions for member-
ship other than desire to join.

1 2 3 4

Optional Activity

At this time, state as clearly and briefly as possible your viewpoint on
conditions of membership. Place yourselves in relation to each other on the
following spectrum with “1” being “no change” and “9” being “no require-
ments for church membership other than a desire to join.”

Optional Activity

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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Where Do | Stand?-2

Activity Two

Use the space below to make a positives and negatives list. In one col-
umn list the positive results of no longer requiring rebaptism as a condition
of church membership. In another column list the negative results.

What consequences will there be if the church stops requiring rebaptism?

Positive Results/Consequences Negative Results/Consequences

Take a moment to sit with your list and check physical, emotional, and
mental responses. Do you feel you have expressed your true feelings and
understandings? Do you sense you have been as open to God's guidance
as possible? Offer God what you have written and ask for continued open-
ness and blessing.
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Conditions of Membership Spectrum

Group Activity

At this time, where would you place yourself on
a spectrum of viewpoints regarding conditions of
membership? If none of the statements describes
your perspective, insert your own words. Then
mark your position on the spectrum.

(See optional activity for an approach that may be
preferred for your group.)

I I would keep current understandings and prac-
tices of baptism in the church.

2. | am comfortable with the church’s current
practices, but | want to hear more about other
viewpoints.

3. I am uncertain about the church’s current
practices, and | need to hear more about other pos-
sible approaches.

4. | would allow persons who have been bap-
tized by immersion in other Christian churches to
have the choice of being rebaptized in Community
of Christ. Then, whether they are rebaptized or
not, confirm them members of the church.

5. I would accept the baptisms of those who

Group Activity

have been baptized by immersion in other Chris-
tian churches and confirm them members of the
church.

6. | would accept any type of Christian baptism
(immersion, pouring, and sprinkling), except infant
baptism, and confirm people members of the
church.

7. 1 would accept any type of previous Christian
commitment (believer's baptism, infant baptism)
and confirm people members of the church after a
time of preparation.

8. I would accept any previous Christian commit-
ment and receive people as members of the church
who want to join.

9. I would not have any conditions for member-
ship other than desire to join.

Optional Activity

At this time, state as clearly as possible your
viewpoint on conditions of membership and re-
baptism. As a group, place yourselves in relation to
each other on the following spectrum with “1” be-
ing “no change” and “9” being “no requirements for
church membership other than a desire to join.”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Optional Activity
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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